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KANE COUNTY INVESTMENT IN 
HIGHWAY PROJECTS CREATES JOBS 

Including today’s County Board action, approximately 1,314 jobs created 
 
GENEVA – In terms of the number of highway construction projects and the dollars being spent, this is 
Kane County’s largest transportation program ever. Thirteen construction contracts are already 
proceeding towards completion, including the largest and most complex project in the county’s history, 
Stearns Road Bridge over the Fox River.  County Board Chairman Karen McConnaughay was quick to 
praise current and former county boards for their vision and dedication to such large infrastructure 
projects. “The process to bring a large Federal project like the Stearns Road Bridge Corridor to our 
citizens takes many years. I applaud the elected officials on the county board who, over the entire 
process, never lost sight of the long-term benefit to county residents,” she said. 
 
While the long-term benefits of such infrastructure projects will be evident for years to come, there is 
also great benefit in the short-term in the creation of many local jobs during construction. At a time 
when the economy in general is struggling, such job creation provides stability to the local construction 
industry. Transportation Committee Chairman Bill Wyatt views that aspect of the county transportation 
program with a great deal of pride. “Putting good people to work for an extended period during these 
tough economic times gives myself, and the entire county board, a great deal of satisfaction..” 
 
Analysts estimate that for every $1 million invested in transportation projects, that approximately 35 
jobs are created. These estimates are published by the U.S. Department of Transportation and have been 
adopted by industry groups such as the American Association of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials and the American Road & Transportation Builders Association.  Taking into account the 
County Board’s actions today, approximately 1,314 jobs are being created in response to an investment 
of $37.5 Million in needed safety, capacity and maintenance projects implemented by the Kane County 
Division of Transportation.  “Not only are jobs being created, but this investment improves the safety of 
the motoring public and is important to economic development,” McConnaughay said. 
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 Res. # Date Construction Projects Bid Amount Jobs 
08-362 Nov-08 Randall at Red Gate $1,365,615.45 48
09-21 Jan-09 Stearns, Stage 4A, S. Elgin Sedge Meadow $1,534,297.50 54
09-49 Feb-09 Seavey Salt Storage Facility $729,159.00 26
09-54 Feb-09 Bliss & Merrill $835,276.90 29
09-85 Mar-09 2009 Resurfacing $4,339,288.11 152
09-126 Apr-09 Bowes over Fitchie $628,297.43 22
09-127 Apr-09 Randall over US 20 $1,105,895.63 39
09-172 May-09 Stearns Stage 4 from McLean to IL 25 $23,349,440.10 817
09-174 May-09 Keslinger over LaFox Tributary of Mill Creek $1,783,483.80 62
09-176 May-09 Randall over UP Railroad $634,200.95 22
09-179 May-09 2009 Urethane & Thermoplastic Pavement $644,386.13 23
09-180 May-09 2009 Paint Pavement Marking $362,925.19 13
09-181 May-09 2009 Crack Sealing $226,245.79 8

   $37,538,511.98 1314
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